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spend their time in the shop discussing the latest news
or political problems, then the shopkeepers' task can
be summed up in two words: Nazi Propaganda.
The Polish war has brought it home to Dr. Goebbels
that Death can be also a beautiful weapon of propaganda.
German families have the habit of announcing the death
of any member in big advertisements in the newspapers.
What a chance this offered to put the tales about
Polish atrocities across the German people and the
world. Goebbels argued like this: " If they do not believe
what the German Press writes, if they do not trust our
statistics about the thousands of Polish Germans who
were murdered in cold blood at the outbreak of war
... let them look into the death announcements which
crowd the advertisement pages of every paper in the
Reich."
One after another the Polish German families were
forced to insert death announcements which read like
this: "Our beloved son, Karl Schleger, was abducted
from Bromberg by Polish hordes on the 3rd September
and was brutally killed. We lose a fine son and the Reich
loses an untiring fighter for the ideals of the Fuehrer."
But these individual announcements were not enough.
The newly appointed German mayors of Polish towns and
villages were asked to compile lists of Polish Germans
killed or "abducted" during the hostilities between
Germany and Poland. Their names were inserted in
huge collective death announcements, some of which
gave 30 or 40 names of German Poles supposed to have
been "brutally murdered while serving Fuehrer and
Fatherland".
This ugly form of propaganda had great effect among
Germans in the Reich. It did not occur to them that
these Polish Germans had participated in the Nazi